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HECB Update September 2010 

 
Terming recent budget cuts ‘devastating,’        
WSU calls for stable state funding floor  
Elson Floyd, president of Washington State University, said he 
hoped other college and university presidents would join him in 
advocating for a more stable funding floor and 
increased financial aid for students in the 
2011-2013 biennium.  

Floyd joined Phyllis Wise, interim president  
of the University of Washington; Les Purce, 
president of The Evergreen State College; 
James Gaudino, president of Central  
Washington University; and Charlie Earl, 
executive director of the State Board for 
Community and Technical Colleges at the  
September meeting of the Higher Education Coordinating 
Board held at Highline Community College in Des Moines. 

The presidents and Board discussed how to work more closely 
on a common set of messages designed to seek increased 
support for higher education in the next Legislative session. 

 

 

 

Noting that three years of successive budget cuts have had a 
devastating impact, Floyd said institutions need freedom and 
flexibility to administer their budgets in a responsible manner. 

“The reality is that we need a funding floor guarantee that will 
enable us to continue to deliver high quality academic pro-
grams and serve increasing numbers of students. The HECB 
needs to champion this effort. It is time to say enough is 
enough.” Read more. 

Gov. Gregoire appoints new HECB members 
Gov. Chris Gregoire recently appointed three new HECB  
members. Paul Ishii, general manager of the  
Mayflower Park Hotel in downtown Seattle, has 
been named to a four-year term. Samuel Hap 
Shaddox, a first-semester student in the  
University of Washington Law School, has 
been named to a one-year term as the Board’s  
student representative. Addison Jacobs, the 
director of public affairs for the Port of  
Vancouver, has been named to fill the seat of 
Gene Colin, who has been serving an extended second term.   
Read more.  

Washington’s Lottery 
Supports Financial Aid   

Bill Hanson, 
director of  
Washington’s 
Lottery, urged  
the HECB to 
watch for the 
Lottery’s new 
advertising 
campaign September 27. The 
ads focus on the Lottery’s  
support for financial aid and 
other education programs. 

A law passed last session  
allows Lottery proceeds to flow 
to a new Opportunity Pathways 
Account, which this year will 
provide $70 million to support 
the State Need Grant and other 
state financial aid programs.  

Hanson said it is hoped the  
campaign will strike a chord 
with the public that will lead to 
increased sales. Over the 
longer term, it is hoped growth 
in Lottery sales will lead to  
expanded support for financial 
aid programs. 

“We want them to know that 
even if they don’t win the  
Lottery, their money is going 
directly to support students and 
higher education—and that’s a 
good thing,” Hanson said. 

The Opportunity Pathways  
Account also is being used to 
provide $40 million for early 
learning programs this year.  
Read more. 
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HECB funding analysis links revenue forecast 
with potential state budget appropriations 
At the Board’s September meeting, HECB staff provided an  
analysis of how state revenue may impact higher education  
budgets in the 2011-2013 biennium.  

The SBCTC and the six baccalaureate institutions will submit their 
budget proposals to the HECB October 20 in Spokane. The HECB 
will then analyze the proposals and develop a budget recommen-
dation for the Governor. 

New Degree Programs  

Central Washington University 
B.S. in Clinical Physiology 

A B.S. in Clinical Physiology will 
be offered at CWU effective fall 
2010. This program has been 
converted—under a moderate 
degree change proposal—from 
a Clinical Physiology specializa-
tion within the B.S. in Exercise 
Science program. The program 
will serve students in the clinical 
areas of health and allied health 
care in which exercise plays an 
integral role. Read more. 

University of Washington Tacoma 
B.A. in Writing Studies 

A new Bachelor of Arts in  
Writing Studies will be offered 
at UWT in fall 2011.  The  
degree will serve students  
interested in organizational 
communications, public rela-
tions, grant writing, technical 
writing, literary print and online 
publishing, print and online  
information design and  
development, editing, and 
other areas. Read more. 

Washington State University 
Doctor of Nursing Practice 

WSU will offer a Doctor of 
Nursing Practice in fall 2012. 
The program will be adminis-
tered at the Spokane and  
Vancouver campuses with 
classes accessible at the Tri-
Cities campus and through 
WSU Online. Read more. 
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The blue columns at the left of the chart above show how much 
money will be required to develop a maintenance-level budget for 
higher education. The pink columns to the right show how much 
funding would be available (based on the September revenue 
forecast) if higher education received 10, 9.5, or 9 percent of the 
state budget (NGF-S + Opportunity Pathways Account).  

The blue column at the far left shows the current budget for higher 
education. It does not reflect the most recent round of 6 percent 
across-the-board cuts ordered by the Governor.  The middle blue 
column shows—for the next biennium—the added impact of  
decisions already recognized in appropriations by the Legislature. 
The maintenance budget column on the right reflects mandatory 
changes in fixed costs, such as utilities. 

For 2011-13, a 10 percent share of the state budget for higher 
education (first pink column) would provide essentially a  
maintenance-level budget based on current funding. Reducing the 
share of state revenue appropriated to higher education would 
result in significant additional funding cuts from a maintenance 
level budget during the next biennium, as the pink columns  
illustrate.  
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NGF-S + Opportunity Pathways Account. Dollars in millions. 

http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/TAB2.CWUBSClinicalPhysiologywRes10-21-final.pdf�
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http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/TAB4.WSUDoctorofNursingPractice-Final.pdf�

